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Introduction 
One of Edgar Fahs Smith’s fondest wishes for the newly founded Division of the History 

of Chemistry was to establish a Journal for Historical Chemistry. C. A. Browne relates how at 

the Birmingham meeting of the ACS in April, 1923 that Smith thought that he might be able to 

raise enough money to endow such a journal so as to keep the subscription price low enough to 

attract a sufficiently large enough group on subscribers. A journal was needed to present the 

results of the research of the members of the division and to stimulate a general interest in 

historical matters. 

Smith approached W. H. Nichols for $100,000 to start the journal and according to 

Browne, Smith believed he would be successful. It was Smith’s fervent belief that a journal for 

the history of chemistry was one of the greatest needs of American chemistry. However, all his 

attempts to start this journal were to no avail. This was a great disappointment to Smith who has 

devoted the last few years of his life to the division and the founding of the journal. Smith 

believed the journal would be the best way to emphasize the cultural values of chemistry and 

resisting its present exceedingly materialistic trends. The founding of the Bulletin for the History 

of Chemistry in 1988 was the realization was of Smith’s dream. 

The Division of Chemical Education founded its journal in 1924 and has served as an 

outlet for the work of chemist-historians for many decades. In the pages of J Chem Ed there is a 

wealth of information that awaits the historian, but access to this has never been easy. Thus the 

necessity of an index which would unlock these treasures was I believed a worthy project that 

would benefit a large segment of the chemical community. 

This editor [Saltzman] takes full responsibility for errors of omission and for the 

classification of the various papers. Standard reference format has been used throughout except 

in the biography section where it would lead to confusion. Corrections and suggestions would be 

greatly appreciated to improve further editions which will hopefully contain references to the 

Bulletin. I would like to thank Providence College for a grant through its Aid To Faculty 

Research Fund that has brought this project to completion. The encouragement of my fellow 

members of the Division is greatly appreciated and finally to my assistant Daniel Lombardi who 

was able to take my notes and put them into the final draft. 

This re-editor [Giunta] hopes not to have introduced errors by scanning and optical 

character recognition. He has attempted to render each author’s name the same way in all entries, 

changing the few instances where a name was given sometimes with one and sometimes with 

two initials. He has listed all of the authors in the few items that had more than two authors. And 

he has made the citations in the biography section conform to the same bibliographic format as 

the other citations. In doing so, he has made the original arrangement—alphabetical by 

biographical subject—less apparent. He believes that the gain in uniformity offsets the loss of 

organization, given that this file can be searched electronically. 
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